A104 Gardens of Picardy – Supercraft Cruises - 2022
Through the Gardens of Picardy with Supercraft Cruises
6 days staying full board at the new 3* Moxy by Marriott Amiens
(Excludes one evening meal and one lunch)

Sunday 15th May (A104)
£ 1,450 Single room supplement £225

A unique cruise-break for garden-lovers and crafters as we head cross-channel to enjoy scenic and
secluded cruising between Amiens and Abbeville on the River Somme; complemented by visits to
some of Picardy’s most celebrated gardens. We will be accompanied by actress, TV presenter and
cruise journalist, Julie Peasgood, and her Supercrafters, who will teach our optional
complimentary craft workshops.
Supercraft Cruises, developed and managed by Julie Peasgood, employs a range of specialist craft
tutors to deliver unique, leading edge workshops on worldwide cruises. Offering an exciting, diverse
and inspirational programme of arts and crafts activities, the classes appeal to both women and men
and are suitable for all abilities - from absolute beginners to the very experienced.
Julie hand picks her line up of gifted Supercrafters, and many of the crafts, such as mosaics, lino
printing and stained glass making have never been available on cruises before. The wide variety of
workshops includes table lanterns, needle felting, jewellery making, beginner’s bookbinding,
decoupage, marbling paper, vintage china dioramas, block-printed tote bags, card making,
aluminium art, ribbon garlands, teacup pincushions, mixed media artwork...the list goes on!
On this cruise we have two favourites from the Craft Store TV Channel - Melissa Waudby, owner of
Simply Vintage, and Janie Burnett-Bleach, founder of Janie’s Originals. Melissa and Janie will teach
us how to create marbled paper which we’ll use to make hand bound notebooks, small canvas
landscape paintings, hand-stitched fabric patches to adorn cards or homewares, brooches or wall-
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hangings using antique French linen and lace, a flower-filled diorama in a tin, French garden
tapestries, and vibrant bangles made from plastic water bottles.
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Our River Somme exploration takes us westwards in three half-day cruises on a course of 50km
between Amiens and Abbeville, as the canalised river weaves its way through a network of lakes
formed centuries ago by flooded peat extractions. This is a delightfully peaceful waterway and
features seven locks, three of them double-chambered. There is a surfaced towpath along the
entire length of the River Somme and this will make for good walking opportunities. Birdlife is
abundant along the waterway corridor, with many waterfowl in evidence and regular sightings of
jay, grey heron, kingfisher, cormorant, grey wagtail and buzzard.
We then tour a selection of Picardy’s finest gardens, with time also to relax and enjoy the sights of
historic Amiens. Throughout our stay there should be time in the light evenings to explore the city,
which has its own parks and gardens to enjoy, plus the old town of St Leu with its waterfront, the
heritage of Jules Verne, the recently-renovated Museum of Picardy, the Amiens Zoo, and of course
the stunning UNESCO-listed Gothic Cathedral of Notre-Dame which celebrated its 800th year in 2020.
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Our cruise comprises these three delightful half-day journeys, all of which can be followed by using
Google Map-View which tracks the cycle path alongside the waterway all the way between Amiens
and St-Valery.
Picquigny to Long
Our cruise begins downstream of Amiens in the village of Picquigny, notable for its eponymous
Peace Treaty negotiated in 1475 following the invasion of France by the Army of Edward IV. The
Treaty was regarded in its time as an exercise in mutual bribery, no different perhaps to the politics
of the modern day!
Quickly breaking out into the countryside, the river meanders downstream from Picquigny for
several miles as far as Hangest-sur-Somme where we join a canal section taking us in a straight line
through to the lock at La Breilloire. From here we continue past the valley-side settlement of
L’Etoile until we reach the village of Long, noted for its 18th century château and gardens overlooking
the river from its north slope, and for its great church also looking down on the Somme from the
north side. On-board lunch will be served on the approach to Long, where we moor for the day just
after passing through the lock.
Abbeville to Long
For our second cruise we re-board in the historic market town of Abbeville, much re-constructed
after being severely damaged by German bombing in 1940. Abbeville’s belfry, recognised
collectively by UNESCO as one of the 56 great belfries of Belgium and France afforded World
Heritage accreditation, was only fully restored in 1986 after all the wartime damage.
From here our cruise takes us upstream through a heavily wooded area of marshland and drainage
channels, a haven for wildlife. This is an especially winding stretch of the navigation, with little sign
of habitation until we pass Eaucourt-sur-Somme and onwards through the small town of Pont-Remy,
named in recognition of all the bridges needed to cross the different channels of the river at this
point. The river continues its gentle meandering eastwards from here, passing the village of
Cocquerel before reaching the pretty village of Long, where we will visit the old hydro-electric power
station museum and the château overlooking the river.

Picquigny to Amiens
On travel-home day we spend the morning on our final cruise leg, again setting out from Picquigny,
but now we cruise in the upstream direction back into Amiens. Initially our cruise follows the river’s
sharply meandering path past the Samara prehistoric park. We then pass the larger village of Aillysur-Somme, once the home of the Carmichael jute fibre business. A lock now lifts us on to our next
section, where guests may like to look out for great photo-opportunities as the cathedral appears
straight ahead on the skyline.
Another lock at Montières brings us into the outskirts of Amiens, with pleasant parkland cruising to
follow before our final intricate passage through Amiens Lock and into our moorings at Port Amont.
After a farewell lunch on board we leave Amiens for our late afternoon return Eurotunnel crossing.
Then there are all our excursion visits:
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Gardens of the Abbaye de Valloires
On outward travel day we can look forward to a wonderful introduction to the gardens of the
Somme, Les Jardins de Valloires in the village of Argoules. Set in the grounds of a majestic Cistercian
Abbey, the 6 hectares of multi-themed park and gardens are a delight to visit. From Valloires we
will continue to Amiens for our late-afternoon check-in to hotel and supper this evening in a
restaurant close to the hotel.
Gardens of the Painter André van Beek
For our first full excursion day we head for St-Paul, just outside Beauvais where we visit the garden
of the post-impressionist painter André Van Beek. These intricate waterside gardens have been
nurtured to inspire the artist, who has lived and worked here all his life. The gardens have been
crafted with careful design of perspective so that the flowers complement the reflections and
sunlight. Our visit includes the painter’s workshop and we may even be fortunate enough to meet
him at work!
Beauvais Centre and the National Tapestry Gallery
Leaving St-Paul, we make the short transfer into the centre of Beauvais where guests have a couple
of hours free to sightsee and enjoy a break for lunch.
Beauvais is celebrated for having the tallest of all the great Gothic Cathedrals, for all that having
endured several collapses of its vaults it remains incomplete. And to add to the attraction the
National Tapestry Gallery, alongside the Cathedral and free to enter, reflects the city’s historic role
as the home of French Royal Tapestry manufacture. The Galleries accommodate an exceptional
collection of tapestries, antique furniture and paintings.
The Jardin Moulin Ventin
From Beauvais we continue to the village of Paillart where we find the charming gardens of the
Moulin Ventin. The waters of the River Noye pass through the heart of this lovely garden, set in the
grounds of an old mill dating back to 1805, with the waterfalls and cascades alongside the mill
adding period atmosphere.
Our Visit to Long
After our cruise from Abbeville we will spend the afternoon in the delightful village of Long,
overlooked from the north by its imposing church which speaks grandly of the village’s past
economic standing.
Our first visit will be to the old building of the local hydro-electric station, now a small museum. In
1900, the municipal council decided to build an electricity generating plant, powered by the waters
of the Somme. Inaugurated three years later, the three turbines provided electricity to the entire
village, at little charge. It provided running water to every home too. By 1968 the French National
grid had reached this part of rural Somme and the hydro-electric station eventually became
superfluous, but it has been preserved as a fascinating museum on this aspect of industrial progress.
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The Jardin Moulin Ventin in Paillart

From here we return to the boat for lunch, and then continue just a few hundred metres for a
guided visit to the château which overlooks the river valley from the north side of the village. Built
in the early 18th century and known as La Folie de Buissy, the château is noted for its striking facades
and extensive riverside gardens. Built on the site of a former medieval castle, the Château was
seized by occupying troops during the Second World War with serious damage to the interior.
Restored during the 1960’s, the château is now open to visitors. Guided tours are in French but we
are provided a leaflet in English explaining the building’s history.
The château also has a large orangery on the west side of the house alongside the river, and lovely
views of the river from its sloping lawns.

The Plus Beaux Village of Gerberoy and Jardin des Ifs (Yew Topiary)
One of France’s listed “100 Most Beautiful Villages”, Gerberoy’s cobbled lanes, old cob houses with
colourful timber work from the 17th and 18th centuries, ramparts and Charlemagne Tower have a
unique appeal. Highlights here include the terraced garden of the post-impressionist painter Henri
le Sidaner, who is credited with reviving the village from a state of decline in the early 20th Century.
Our visit to Gerberoy will include time over a picnic lunch at the Jardin des Ifs, a wonderful terraced
renaissance garden of 400-year old ornamental yew, including one shaped as an igloo which won the
national “Tree of the Year” award in 2018! A vegetable garden, traditional greenhouse and
collection of traditional roses add to the attraction of this lovely place.
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The Floral Gardens of Digeon
From Gerberoy we will go on the short way for our afternoon visit to the lovely Floral Gardens of
Digeon, set in the grounds of a listed 19th-century château. A family project started in 1987, these
gardens are lovingly tended by the owners who are invariably on-hand to greet visitors. We will see
a superb rose garden, a large English-style landscape garden, and a geometrical vegetable plot lined
by pathways and corridors of box.

The Programme:
Sunday 15th May 2022
Day
1

2

3

4

5

6

Embark

Disembark

Km/Locks

Lunch

Excursion

Dinner

Hotel
ETD/ETA
Eurotunnel Crossing at 11:20 for arrival Calais 13:00 local time. Visit gardens of Valloires 14:00-16:00.
Onwards for hotel check-in by 17:30. Introductions by Julie, Melissa and Janie on the coach. Gather by 19:30
for group evening meal in local restaurant
Picquigny
Long
16/2
On
On-board smallGuests use
09:00/13:30
09:30
13:00
board
group craft
vouchers to dine at
session, then craft own convenience at
workshop in hotel
local restaurant
14:00-16:00.
Morning visit Gardens of the Painter André van Beek 10:00-11:30,
Group evening
09:00/17:15
lunchtime in Beauvais 12:00-14:30 (with visit to Tapestry Gallery 13:30meal, Le Quai
14:30), afternoon visit Jardin Moulin Ventin, Paillart 15:00-16:30.
Restaurant, St Leu
Gather 6.30pm in hotel for short pre-dinner Tapestry talk
waterfront
(walkable from
hotel)
Abbeville
Long
17/2
On
Afternoon visits
Guests free to
08:30/16:30
09:30
12:00
Board
HEP museum
choose own
between
(12:15-12:45) &
restaurant in
12:45Château de Long
Amiens
13:45
(14:00-15:30)
Craft session in
hotel 16:30-18:30
Visit the plus-beaux village of Gerberoy arriving 10:00 with a visit to the
Farewell Group
09:00/16:00
Jardin des Ifs 11:30-13:30 with picnic lunch, onwards to the Floral
Dinner with Julie’s
Gardens of Digeon 14:00-15:30. Craft workshop at hotel 16:00-18:00
quiz in Brasserie
Jules at 19:30
(walkable from
hotel)
Picquigny
Amiens
17/3
On
Check-out pre-cruise. Post cruise
ETD 09:00
09:30
13:00
Board
forward to Calais for booked 17:50
Eurotunnel crossing to disembark
Folkestone 17:30 UK time
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What’s Included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Executive Coach Travel
Eurotunnel Crossings
Three half-day cruises on the River Somme between Amiens and Abbeville
5 nights hotel stay at the newly refurbished 3* Moxy by Marriott hotel in Amiens B&B
Supercraft Cruises Craft Sessions
On-board lunches on cruise days, with complimentary bar
Picnic lunch whilst visiting the plus-beaux village of Gerberoy
Evening meals at Restaurants in Amiens (4 evenings)
Visits to the gardens listed in the narrative, entrance included
Free time in Amiens, Beauvais

Guests Should Please Budget separately for:
•
•
•
•

Travel to or from Coach pick-up point
Any overnight accommodation required in UK preceding or following our coach transfer
Lunch on our two travel days and on the day we visit Beauvais
One evening meal when guests are free to choose their own restaurant in Amiens.

Coach Pick-ups
London O2 Arena (North Greenwich Jubilee Line)
Medway Services M2
Maidstone Services M20
Ashford International Station
Stop 24 Services M20 Folkestone
Eurotunnel Crossing at

07:00
07:45
08:10
08:35
09:10
11:20

Coach Transfer – Connection for Guests Travelling from Distance
For any guests travelling from distance, our coach will call at Ashford International Station to meet
guests travelling on the day via local trains. Please note that as we are departing on a Sunday our
Ashford departure time will not fit with any high-speed departures from London St Pancras.
Our Hotel and Meal Plan:
We stay at the 3* Moxy by Marriott Hotel, centrally situated just on the lower side of Amiens
Station. This is a new-build and air-conditioned hotel with all normal facilities expected of a 3-star
including en-suite, wi-fi and room service.
There are lifts serving all floors.
The hotel does not offer an evening restaurant so we make use of restaurants in the immediate
vicinity. One evening is left free for guests to choose their own dining venue in the city centre or
along the St Leu waterfront where there are some good al fresco dining options.
Lunches are included on cruise days and there is a picnic lunch when we visit Gerberoy. Guests
should please budget to cover lunch and refreshments on the two travel days and on the day we
visit Beauvais.
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Julie Peasgood
Julie has a multi-faceted career as an accomplished actress, TV presenter and producer, awardwinning author, voice-over artist and events host. With more than 45 years of acting and TV
presenting credits to her name, Julie has been a regular in three of Britain’s best-loved soaps,
Brookside, Emmerdale and Hollyoaks, received the Royal Television Society’s prestigious Television
Personality of the Year Award, and has made her mark as a prolific travel and lifestyle writer.
As well as her long-standing monthly column in Crafts Beautiful magazine, Julie currently hosts the
online club Let’s Knit Together. Her passion for crafts has seen her develop two ranges of products
for Create and Craft TV, lead craft workshops all over the UK and co-produce and present five series
of Crafty Beggars for Discovery TLC and Together TV.
For the past eight years Julie has been Contributing Editor on Cruise International magazine, in which
she writes a regular column and cruise reviews. She also has regular columns in Group Leisure &
Travel magazine and the new Make & Sew Toys magazine. A veteran of over 80 cruises, Julie has
combined her love of the high seas and waterways with her passion for making things, forming
Supercraft Cruises to elevate the standard and choice of crafts available to cruise guests. She is a
firm believer in the power of crafting to reduce stress, boost happiness and improve mental health
and wellbeing.

