A111 Supercraft Paris & St-Ouen Market 2022
Water-Fleas: the Real Paris
6 days part board via Eurostar with Supercraft Cruises - three days of cruising
the Seine, Canal St-Denis and Canal St-Martin and a day at the St-Ouen Flea
Market

Thursday 15th September 2022
£1,385
Single room supplement £275

One of the hidden attractions of Paris – the 2km tunnel passing beneath Place de Bastille on the Canal St-Martin

A compelling 75km cruise programme around Paris, featuring passage along the full length of the
Canals St-Denis and St-Martin in the city centre, and a cruise of the Upper Seine through the heart
of the city, and downstream from Argenteuil to the confluence of the Seine and the Oise, then
upstream on the Oise as far as Cergy.
There is then a free day to explore the market of St-Ouen, which claims to be the biggest flea
market in the world, and we include an audio-guided visit to the Château de Malmaison.
Accompanying us will be actress, TV presenter and cruise journalist Julie Peasgood, whose
Supercraft tutors will be leading our optional complimentary craft workshops.

A111 Supercraft Paris & St-Ouen Market 2022
Supercraft Cruises, developed and managed by Julie, employs a range of specialist craft tutors to
deliver unique, high-end workshops on worldwide cruises. Offering an exciting, diverse and
inspirational programme of arts and crafts activities, classes are suitable for all abilities from
absolute beginners to the very experienced.
Julie hand picks her line up of gifted Supercrafters, and many of the crafts, such as mosaics, lino
printing and stained glass making have never been available on cruises before. The wide variety of
workshops includes table lanterns, needle felting, jewellery making, beginner’s bookbinding,
decoupage, marbling paper, vintage china dioramas, block-printed tote bags, card making,
aluminium art, ribbon garlands, teacup pincushions, mixed media artwork...the list goes on!
Our tutors on this cruise are both favourites on the Craft Store TV Channel - Melissa Waudby, owner
of Simply Vintage and Ali Reeve, founder of CleverCut. Craft workshops include a stunning hanging
decoration of a Parisian scene, a matchbox style diorama, hand-tied fabric garlands, a decoupaged
treasure box and a personalised tote bag – perfect for flea market finds!
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A Backwaters cruiser shown here moored in Auxerre

To most regular river cruise guests this will be a new cruise experience as low bridge clearances
mean that the big hotel boats cannot reach the centre of Paris, and whilst in the city centre we make
our cruising early in the day before the Seine gets busy with all the tourist day boats. Where
practicable we will make our transfers between hotel and boat by tram or local RER train services;
but on arrival and departure days we will arrange a bus transfer between station and hotel so that
we do not need to take our luggage on public transport services.
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Our itinerary is as follows:
Day 1 - Thursday 15th September
We assemble at London St-Pancras for our Eurostar transfer to Paris. A bus meets us at Gare du
Nord station for the short transfer to our hotel, the Ibis Cité des Sciences at La Villette. An
introduction to the Supercraft team follows, with some free time to see a little of our surroundings
at La Villette Park before we dine as a group in hotel this evening.

Day 2 – Friday 16th September
After a leisurely breakfast we convene in hotel reception at 09:00 to walk to the nearby tram 3b stop
at Porte de la Villette, and from here it is a fascinating 20 minute ride to the interchange at Porte de
Vincennes, where we switch to a 3a tram service to continue to the Baron Leroy stop just before the
tram line crosses the Seine.
From the Baron Leroy stop we make the short walk to Bercy moorings where we board our cruiser.
Heading downstream from Bercy, we cruise past Île Saint-Louis and Île de la Cité, through all of the
great bridges, as far as the Eiffel Tower. We then turnabout and re-trace our pathway through the
heart of Paris, with a view from the river of the restoration work under way at the Notre-Dame
Cathedral before we reach Paris Arsenal junction where we turn on to the Canal St-Martin.
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A map showing the route of Paris Tramway line 3, which we are able to use to travel between La Villette (Porte de la Villette
top right) and the mooring at Bercy (stop Baron Leroy bottom right). The same line takes us from La Villette to St-Ouen
(top centre) for the flea market on day 3. Reproduced courtesy © Sémhur / Wikimedia Commons

Our cruise now assumes a dramatically different character as we follow the canal past Paris Arsenal
Marina and then into the 2km “cut & shut” tunnel that passes underneath Place de la Bastille.
Emerging into the Quai de Valmy, the Canal now passes through four double-chambered locks
before entering La Villette basin close to Stalingrad metro station. Continuing through the basin, we
moor for the day along the Quai de L’Oise and just a short walk from our hotel, with time late
afternoon for a craft workshop in the hotel. The evening will then be free for guests to sightsee and
dine at leisure.
Day 3 - Saturday 17th September St-Ouen Flea Market
Today we are free to explore the great weekly flea market of St-Ouen, spread across a maze of
streets close to the Porte de Clignancourt. Reputed to be the largest antique market in the world,
there is something here to interest just about every collector of just about anything!
Over breakfast we are joined by one of the Paris Discover Walks team to provide us with an
overview of the flea market scene before we travel by tram to the market where we can go our own
way. There will be an option for us to break into small groups and retain a professional guide for the
morning, and we will raise that possibility with guests nearer to departure date once we have a
better idea of numbers booked and any specific market interests.
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As for other public transport transfers during the week, tram tickets will be provided, with local
maps, and for those interested to look beyond the market we will be close to Montmartre meaning
that the Sacre Cœur and the Moulin Rouge are nearby, and it is no great distance to stroll back to
hotel for those preferring that to an adventure on tram or metro.
The rest of the day is left open for guests who wish to sightsee and dine away from our immediate
surrounds in La Villette. Our hotel is perfectly situated close to our mooring in La Villette Basin, and
from here there is a wealth of visiting options across the city. La Villette itself is a major visitor
attraction, in addition to its vibrant cultural setting and splendid canal-side walks the park is home to
the newly-commissioned Paris Conservatoire and the Cité des Sciences, the largest science museum
in Europe.
Day 4 – Sunday 18th September
This morning our cruiser awaits from immediately outside the hotel as we set-off, heading back
towards the Seine via the Canal St-Denis. Having celebrated its bicentenary in 2021, the Saint-Denis
is emerging from a state of industrial decay to become a cultural attraction in its own right. The
canal remains an important artery bringing aggregate and sand to support reconstruction projects in
the city centre as well as the Grand Paris Express Metro. At the same time, it is becoming more
attractive to leisure craft as the waterway corridor is adapted for recreational use. There are 7 locks
along the 7 km course of the canal, which passes around the Stade de France and is crossed by the
main line into Gare du Nord at its northern end.
We then rejoin the Seine about 15km further downstream from our turnaround point on day 2, and
today’s cruising now continues past the great river port of Gennevillers and onwards to the suburb
of Malmaison, where we moor about 10 minutes’ walk from the RER Station bringing us back into
the city for a mid-afternoon return to hotel and a further optional crafting session in the late
afternoon. There will also be some optional lap-based crafting during today’s cruise. This evening
will again be free for guests to explore and dine at leisure.
Day 5 – Monday 19th September
This morning we return to Malmaison, but before our cruise begins we visit the romantic Château de
Malmaison, country home of Napoléon and Joséphine and much loved for its period décor,
furnishings and paintings. We allow ourselves a couple of hours here for an audio-guided visit, then
returning to moorings to board in good time for lunch as we continue downstream, past the great
forest of St-Germain-en-Laye and as far as the confluence with the River Oise at Conflans-SainteHonorine. Here we turn upstream on to the River Oise, following another great river meander as we
almost circle the La Folie leisure park and lake before concluding our cruise in the port of Cergy.
Further lap-based crafting will be available this afternoon as we cruise, and on arrival at Cergy the
bus will return us to hotel in what should be fairly quiet late afternoon traffic. We dine as a group
this evening at a restaurant close to the hotel in La Villette, with Julie’s quiz to accompany our
aperitif!
Day 6 – Tuesday 20th September
We check-out this morning after breakfast, but our bus to Gare du Nord station is not until early
afternoon so the hotel will store luggage for us and guests will be able to enjoy some further
sightseeing or shopping time in and around La Villette, and the Supercraft team will offer a closing
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craft session in-hotel from 09:30-11:30. At 14:00 we gather at the hotel for departure for our short
transfer to Gare du Nord, where we will aim to book a departure at around 17:15 to arrive in London
at around 19:00 UK time.

During our stay the Supercraft tutors will offer a selection of workshops for us in-hotel, with
particular attention to items of interest that are spotted or purchased at the market. There will also
be some lap-based craft sessions available whilst cruising. All these sessions are optional and at no
extra cost.
As we have three free evenings during our stay, guests may be interested in the Gourmet Food &
Wine experience offered by Devour Tours. Guests can book these on-foot tours direct with Devour
Tours - see https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d7r1xcbFwBw for a “taste” of the action!
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The Daily Programme: 15th September Departure
Day
1

Report St Pancras by 09:00 for late morning Eurostar departure to Paris Gare du Nord and hotel check-in at
around 16:30 local time. Introduction to Supercraft team at 17:30, dinner in hotel
Embark
Disembark
Km/Locks
Lunch
Added Options
Hotel
ETD/ETA
Paris Bercy
La Villette 15:00
17/9
On
Transfer to Bercy Port by tram. Craft 09:00/15:30
10:00
(via return cruise
board
workshop in hotel 16:00-18:00.
on Seine as far as
Guests free to choose own
Tour Eiffel)
restaurants this evening
08:00 briefing over breakfast with a flea market guide. Then depart 09:00 to travel as a group by
ETD 09:00
local tram to St-Ouen Flea Market. Guests return to hotel in own time (day Paris passes and
map/guide notes provided). Guests free for the evening
La Villette
Rueil-Malmaison
22/7
On
On-board optional craft session(s).
08:30/14:00
08:30
15:00
board
Return from Malmaison by RER via
Clichy & tram to La Villette. Craft
workshop in hotel 15:00-17:00.
Guests free this evening
RueilCergy Port 16:00
36/1
On
Private bus transfer to Malmaison
08:30/17:00
Malmaison
board
for visit to Château 09:30-11:30. On
12:00
board optional craft session(s) during
cruise. Group restaurant dinner this
evening, preceded by Julie’s quiz
Check-out at 09:00 and baggage to store room, then optional craft workshop in hotel 09:30-11:30. Otherwise
guests have a free morning in La Villette. Re-assemble at hotel for 14:00 to transfer by bus to Gare du Nord for
return Eurostar booked to depart around 17:15 for arrival St Pancras around 19:00 UK time

Day
2

Day
3

Day
4

Day
5

Day
6

What’s Included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Eurostar transfers London-Paris
Public transport or local charter-bus transfers in Paris
5 Nights hotel accommodation at the 3* Ibis Cité-des-Sciences Paris La Villette, B&B
Three cruises on the waterways of Paris covering 75km of cruising
Lunches on board on cruise days
Complimentary bar whilst cruising
Two restaurant evening meals, with wine
Craft workshops with the Supercraft Tutors
Tickets for public transport services where scheduled
A free day at St-Ouen flea market with guided introduction
An audio-guided visit to the Château de Malmaison
Tour Manager services

Guests Should Please Budget separately for:
•
•
•
•
•

Travel from home to and from London St Pancras
Any overnight accommodation required in UK preceding or following our Eurostar transfers
Lunches on the two travel days and on the day we are free in Paris
Three evening meals
Travel and Health Insurance
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Our Hotel:
We stay at the modern and highrise Ibis Cité-des-Sciences Hotel
located alongside our moorings
on the Quai de L’Oise, and
adjacent to the junction of the
Canal de L’Ourcq and the Canal
de St-Denis. The Line 3 tram
stop at Porte de la Villette is
about 5 minutes walk from the
hotel, and the Metro Stations of
Corentin Cariou (line 7) and Porte
de Pantin (line 5) are both around
10 minutes away on foot. The
green spaces of the Parc de la
Villette are directly opposite.
This light and airy hotel has 284
rooms and offers all facilities to
be expected of a mid-range 3*
Accor establishment, including a
good and competitively-priced
restaurant for those who are less
interested in dining out.
Our arrangement with the hotel
includes breakfast and we also
dine in the hotel restaurant on
arrival day, and at a local
restaurant on our final evening
before returning home.
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Julie Peasgood
Julie has a multi-faceted career as an accomplished actress, TV presenter and producer, awardwinning author, voice-over artist and events host. With more than 45 years of acting and TV
presenting credits to her name, Julie has been a regular in three of Britain’s best-loved soaps,
Brookside, Emmerdale and Hollyoaks, received the Royal Television Society’s prestigious Television
Personality of the Year Award, and has made her mark as a prolific travel and lifestyle writer.
As well as her long-standing monthly column in Crafts Beautiful magazine, Julie currently hosts the
online club Let’s Knit Together. Her passion for crafts has seen her develop two ranges of products
for Create and Craft TV, lead craft workshops all over the UK and co-produce and present five series
of Crafty Beggars for Discovery TLC and Together TV.

For the past eight years Julie has been Contributing Editor on Cruise International magazine, in which
she writes a regular column and cruise reviews. She also has regular columns in Group Leisure &
Travel magazine and the new Make & Sew Toys magazine. A veteran of over 80 cruises, Julie has
combined her love of the high seas and waterways with her passion for making things, forming
Supercraft Cruises to elevate the standard and choice of crafts available to cruise guests. She is a
firm believer in the power of crafting to reduce stress, boost happiness and improve mental health
and wellbeing.
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Cruising electric aboard the Natalia – light, space, comfort, service and view! (Guests pictured with permission)

