A112 - Supercraft Mons Christmas Market 2022
A Crafty Christmas Escape – Mons Christmas Market
With Supercraft Cruises

Friday 16th December 2022 – 5 days
£865
Single room supplement only £125

Mons Christmas Market – a celebration for all ages!

A Christmas break with a real difference as we combine time in historic Mons for the Christmas
Market with two half-day cruises taking us between Mons and Ronquières with passage through
the 1km long 63m-fall inclined plane at Ronquières and the great 73m boat-lift at Strépy-Thieu.
Accompanying us will be actress, TV presenter and cruise journalist Julie Peasgood, whose
Supercraft tutors will be leading our optional complimentary craft workshops.
Supercraft Cruises, developed and managed by Julie, employs a range of specialist craft tutors to
deliver unique, high-end workshops on worldwide cruises. Offering an exciting, diverse and
inspirational programme of arts and crafts activities, classes appeal to both women and men and are
suitable for all abilities from absolute beginners to the very experienced.
Julie hand picks her line up of gifted Supercrafters, and many of the crafts, such as mosaics, lino
printing and stained glass making have never been available on cruises before. The wide variety of
workshops includes table lanterns, needle felting, jewellery making, beginner’s bookbinding,
decoupage, marbling paper, vintage china dioramas, block-printed tote bags, card making,
aluminium art, ribbon garlands, teacup pincushions, mixed media artwork...the list goes on!
On this Christmas cruise we are joined by specialist animal artist, Anthea Yabsley and professional
craft teacher, Charlotte English. Anthea will be sharing with us the secrets of drawing animals and
birds in five easy steps, and Charlotte will deliver a range of unique family-friendly workshops. These
will cover crochet memory baskets, personalised fabric rope initials, modern-day macramé
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Christmas decorations and making your own miniature loom to create festive reindeers and llamas!

Day 1 – Outward Travel and Mons Christmas Market
After a late morning Eurotunnel crossing it takes little more than two hours in for the coach to reach
our destination from Calais, so on arrival day we will check-in to our hotel in La Louvière and after an
introduction by Julie and her craft tutors we will head into Mons to explore its famous Christmas
Market.
Aside from all the seasonal festivities there is so much to interest the visitor to Mons, a delight for its
traditional architecture, heritage attractions and great shopping and convivial atmosphere in the
setting of the Christmas Market, with the spectacular belfry providing a stunning backdrop to the
main square. As we are free in the Christmas Market for the evening, dinner is not included today.
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Day 2 – Cruise Ronquières to Strépy-Thieu
After a morning craft workshop in hotel our cruise adventure begins with a 30-minute transfer by
coach to Ronquières, situated on the Bruxelles-Charleroi arterial canal. Although by no means
congested these are important arterial navigations and we should see plenty of commercial barges
under way, variously laden with containers, aggregate, grain, scrap metal and fertiliser. They keep
countless lorries off the road – one reason why here there is no shortage of lorry drivers!
Boarding our cruiser, we immediately negotiate our first great waterways structure, the 1.4km long
67m-fall Ronquières inclined plane. Brought into use in 1968, the inclined plane eliminated the 14
locks previously in use along this section of canal. Like the lift at Strépy-Thieu to follow on day 4, the
facility has two cable-hauled caissons but here they run on rails and each has its own 5,200 tonne
counterweight which travels in the trough built under the rails, so each caisson can operate
independently. It takes 50 minutes in total to pass through the 1,800 metres of the entire structure,
Continuing through a mix of farmland and industrial zones, we reach the canal’s junction with the
Canal du Centre navigation near Seneffe, and here we turn westwards towards Mons. There are
great views of the country both sides of the canal as we cross the great aqueduct of Sart, and shortly
afterwards we moor for the day in the approach to the majestic lift at Strépy-Thieu. Our hotel is
only a few hundred metres away at this point so it is just a few minutes in the coach to return for a
late afternoon workshop session and dinner this evening in-hotel.

Day 3 – Workshop Sessions, St-Symphorien Military Cemetery, and the Mons Christmas Market
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Today begins with an optional workshop in hotel before the coach departs late morning for a short
excursion to St-Symphorien Military Cemetery, resting place of the first and last Allied casualties of
the Great War. The farmer who provided the land for this cemetery did so on condition that soldiers
of both sides could be laid to rest there. It is a moving place for remembering all those who died
from all nations.
From St-Symphorien we continue the short way into the centre of Mons for some further
sightseeing and time for lunch, and we then return to hotel where a workshop session will be
available before the coach offers a shuttle back into Mons for more fun at the Christmas Market.
Anyone in Mons with us at lunchtime and preferring to stay for the day can of course do so and
rendezvous with us again later.
We will again ask guests to make their own arrangements to dine in Mons this evening.
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Day 4 – Strépy-Thieu to Mons
After a morning craft workshop in the hotel, we rejoin our cruiser to negotiate the 73m boat lift built
on the modernised canal between 1982 and 2002 as the waterway was upgraded to the new
European gauge for commercial barges. The two self-balancing vertical caissons on this enormous
structure can accommodate vessels of up to 110m in length and weigh around 8000 tons when
laden at normal water depth.
As we leave Strépy-Thieu we will glimpse one of the four UNESCO world-heritage boat lifts which
formerly raised vessels travelling eastwards along the old navigation which we now parallel. As
cruising continues we reach one of the most sobering of wartime locations, the memorial
established to mark the centenary of the ending of the Great War where its last casualty fell – Pte
George Lawrence Price of the 28th Canadian Infantry Bn was shot here by a sniper on Armistice Day
1918 just two minutes before the ceasefire. Although not visible from the canal, there is a plaque
here, inaugurated on 11 November 1968, originally placed on the facade of the house he came out
of when he was fatally wounded. The building was demolished in the 1980s to allow widening of the
canal and the plaque is now affixed to a memorial located at the place where George Price was killed
– it is about 100m from us as we pass under the pedestrian bridge over the canal at Ville-sur-Haine.
As we continue along the canal we will pass Obourg Railway Station where there is a memorial to
4th Middlesex reading: “On 23 August 1914, at eight o’clock in the morning, near this spot, the 4th
battalion of the Middlesex Regiment fired the first shots in the Battle of Mons. On the roof of this
station, a British soldier, who has not been identified, remained alone, laying down his life to
safeguard the retreat of his comrades”.
A further Great War landmark then follows as we pass beneath the Nimy Railway Bridge, of great
interest to military historians as the site of bitter fighting between advancing German troops and the
BEF defensive line set up along the south side of the canal at the start of the Great War. Here the
first and second Victoria Crosses of the War were awarded, posthumously to Lt Maurice Dease, and
to Private Sidney Godley, both of the 4th Royal Fusiliers. Godley, seriously wounded, was later taken
prisoner when his hospital in Mons was captured by German Forces – he was repatriated in 1918
and lived until 1957. A plaque on the abutment supporting the bridge offers moving tribute to their
heroic actions. It was also during engagements along this line that the BEF suffered its first casualty
of the war, Private John Parr. He lies with Lt Dease in St-Symphorien Cemetery, which we will have
visited on day 3.
Immediately after the bridge we turn into our mooring in Le Grand Large – a big artificial lake which
serves as the connection between the Canal du Centre and the Canal Nimy-Blaton-Péronnes heading
away to the west. Returning to hotel from Mons, there is time for a final workshop with our tutors
before our farewell supper preceded by the special treat that is Julie’s quiz!
Day 5 – Travel Home with a stop at Cité-Europe in Calais
After a leisurely breakfast in hotel we set-off for Calais, aiming to arrive with time in hand for a stop
for lunch and shopping in the Cité-Europe complex. We should be able to relax for a good 3 hours
here before we continue to our Eurotunnel crossing, aiming to be back in Kent around 5pm UK time.
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A plaque mounted on Nimy Railway Bridge commemorates the 4th Bn Royal Fusiliers and VCs awarded to Lt Dease and Pte
Godley (photo courtesy Anne de Baisieux)

The Daily Programme : 16th December Departure
Cruising Mons-Ronquières staying at the Hotel Orange La Louvière
Day 1

Day 2

Day 3

Day 4

Day 5

Eurotunnel Crossing at 11:50 for arrival in Calais 13:30 local time and hotel check-in by 16:00. Introductions by
Julie and colleagues on the coach. Lunch box included. Depart hotel at 17:00 for free time in the Christmas
Market. Guests dine-out in Mons and coach returns to hotel departing 21:30
Embark
Disembark
Km/ Locks
Lunch
Other detail
Dinner
Hotel
ETD/ETA
Ronquières
Asçenseur
21/0 & inclined
On
Craft workshops in
Hotel
11:15/15:45
Inclined
Strépy-Thieu
plane
board hotel 09:00-11:00 and
Plane 12:00
15:30
16:00-18:00
Craft workshop in hotel 08:30-10:30. Coach visit to To St-Symphorien Military
Not
11:00/15:15
Cemetery for 11:30-12:30, then sightseeing time in Mons Centre to 14:30 Return
included 18:00/21:30
to hotel for optional craft workshop 15:30-17:30. Coach departs at 18:00 for free
evening in Mons Christmas Market
Strépy-Thieu
Mons 15:00
13/2 & boat
On
Craft workshops in
Hotel
11:15/15:30
11:30
lift
board
hotel 09:00-11:00,
16:00-18:00. Julie’s
quiz precedes dinner
Depart hotel with break at Cite-Europe Calais 11:30-14:30 for shopping and lunch. Planned
ETD 09:00
Eurotunnel crossing at 17:20 for arrival in Folkestone around 5pm UK time
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What’s Included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Executive Coach Travel
Eurotunnel Crossings
Hotel stay (4 nights) at the 3* Hotel Orange La Louvière
Craft workshops with the Supercraft Cruises team
Lunch on board on the two cruise days, with complimentary bar
Lunch box on outward journey
Dinner in hotel for two of our evenings at Hotel Orange
Two days of cruising the 34km of waterway between Mons and Ronquières
Passage through the Strépy-Thieu Boat-Lift, and Ronquières Inclined Plane
Visit to the St-Symphorien Military Cemetery
Free Time in Mons for the Christmas Market on two evenings
Free time at Cité-Europe Calais on travel-home day
Tour Manager Services

Guests Should Please Budget separately for:
•
•
•
•
•

Travel to or from their chosen coach pick-up point
Any overnight accommodation required in UK preceding or following our coach transfer
Evening meal two days whilst free at the Mons Christmas Market.
Lunch on day 3 in Mons and in Calais on travel-home day
Travel and Health Insurance

Families
There are a few places for school-age children on this departure and they will be charged out at 50%
of the adult rate. This is on the basis of one or two accompanying children sharing their parents’ or
guardians’ hotel room.
Parents or Guardians are respectfully asked to note that children will be expected to be seated and
quiet whilst onboard for safety reasons and in order not to disturb other guests. There will be lots of
scope to have fun at the Christmas Market and to enjoy and learn whilst cruising, but no noise or
running around will be allowed on board the boat!

Coach Pick-ups
The planned pick-up sequence for this departure is as follows:
North Greenwich Jubilee Line Station (O2 Arena)
Medway Services
Faversham (Preston Park bus stop on the A2)
Canterbury Bus Station
Hawkinge (bus stop adjacent LIDL store)
Folkestone West Station
Eurotunnel Crossing at

06:40
07:30
08:10
08:40
09:20
09:40
11:50

Guests will be asked to signal their preferred pick-up point on booking and this will be confirmed and
subject to detailed instructions when tickets are issued. .
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Coach Transfer – Connection for Guests Travelling from Distance
For any guests travelling from distance, our coach will call at Folkestone West Station to meet guests
travelling via fast train services from St Pancras or local services from elsewhere in the South-East.

Our Hotel in La Louvière
The 3* Hotel Orange is a modern convenience hotel situated around 25km from Mons and close to
the mid-point of our cruise route. It is within walking distance of the great canal aqueduct at Sart
which we will cruise over on day 2.
We rate this hotel the best 3* we have ever operated with. The hotel has all facilities and
conveniences to be expected of a mid-range hotel and scores very well on Trip Advisor where of 334
reviews, no less than 327 rate the hotel “excellent” or “very good”. Our meal plan includes buffet
breakfast at the hotel and a buffet supper on two evenings. On the other two evenings we will be
at the Christmas Market in Mons.
Julie Peasgood

Julie has a multi-faceted career as an accomplished actress, TV presenter and producer, awardwinning author, voice-over artist and events host. With more than 45 years of acting and TV
presenting credits to her name, Julie has been a regular in three of Britain’s best-loved soaps,
Brookside, Emmerdale and Hollyoaks, received the Royal Television Society’s prestigious Television
Personality of the Year Award, and has made her mark as a prolific travel and lifestyle writer.
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As well as her long-standing monthly column in Crafts Beautiful magazine, Julie currently hosts the
online club Let’s Knit Together. Her passion for crafts has seen her develop two ranges of products
for Create and Craft TV, lead craft workshops all over the UK and co-produce and present five series
of Crafty Beggars for Discovery TLC and Together TV.
For the past eight years Julie has been Contributing Editor on Cruise International magazine, in which
she writes a regular column and cruise reviews. She also has regular columns in Group Leisure &
Travel magazine and the new Make & Sew Toys magazine. A veteran of over 80 cruises, Julie has
combined her love of the high seas and waterways with her passion for making things, forming
Supercraft Cruises to elevate the standard and choice of crafts available to cruise guests. She is a
firm believer in the power of crafting to reduce stress, boost happiness and improve mental health
and wellbeing.

