A113 - Supercrafts Arras Christmas Market 2022
To Arras for a Cruise and Christmas Market Short Break
With the Supercraft Cruises Team

Friday 9th December 2022 – 5 days
Cruising Douai to Arras

£845
Single Supplement only £125

The Magical Christmas Market of Arras – only an hour from Calais!

Join us for a wonderful winter short-break as we cruise the delightful River Scarpe and explore the
fine city of Arras and its famous Christmas Market. Accompanying us will be actress, TV presenter
and cruise journalist Julie Peasgood, whose Supercraft tutors will be leading our optional
complimentary craft workshops.
Supercraft Cruises, developed and managed by Julie, employs a range of specialist craft tutors to
deliver unique, high-end workshops on worldwide cruises. Offering an exciting, diverse and
inspirational programme of arts and crafts activities, classes appeal to both women and men and are
suitable for all abilities from absolute beginners to the very experienced.
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Julie hand picks her line up of gifted Supercrafters, and many of the crafts, such as mosaics, lino
printing and stained glass making have never been available on cruises before. The wide variety of
workshops includes table lanterns, needle felting, jewellery making, beginner’s bookbinding,
decoupage, marbling paper, vintage china dioramas, block-printed tote bags, card making, aluminium
art, ribbon garlands, teacup pincushions, mixed media artwork...the list goes on!
A favourite guest presenter on Create & Craft TV, Mark Vardy, owner of Silvar Design, is the jewellery
tutor on this special festive cruise. Workshops given by Mark and his assistant Richard Bridge will
include tree decorations, Christmas crystal bracelets, beaded snowflake decorations and Yuletide
wreaths.
Supercraft workshops allow passengers to enjoy a cruise itinerary whilst reaching new creative
heights with some of the UK’s top crafting talent.
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Our daily programme is as follows:
Day 1 – Outward Travel and the Arras Christmas Market
Our adventure begins with Eurotunnel crossing on outbound day. This gets us into Arras by midafternoon, and the rest of the day is left free for guests to explore the Christmas festivities. The
Christmas market in Arras is staged in the magnificent setting of the Grand Place, a Flemish Baroque
architectural wonder unrivalled in Europe and only a 5-minute walk from our hotel. It’s a delightful
seasonal backdrop with a forest of Christmas trees and festive lighting, and at least 140 stalls adding
to the happy atmosphere and presenting lots of options for imaginative Christmas shopping.
The city has a wealth of other interests and attractions, including its UNESCO-listed belfry, and the
Benedictine Abbey of St-Vaast housing the city’s Fine Arts Museum which we will visit during our
stay. Then there is the extensive Wellington Quarry network of chalk tunnels used as shelters by
troops in the Great War, and the Vauban citadel – again world-heritage listed.
As we are free in the Christmas Market for the evening, dinner is not included today. There should
be a great choice of casual dining and drinking options as part of the market, and there are many fine
restaurants around the Grand Place and neighbouring streets.

The Natalia pictured on the River Somme on a bright winter’s morning
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Day 2 – Cruise from Douai to Biache-St-Vaast
Today begins with a craft workshop in hotel with your tutors before our coach takes us the short way
to Douai where our cruiser awaits. Cruising begins along the main arterial waterway linking Northern
France with the sea ports of Flanders, and here we should see a scattering of commercial barges on the
move before we reach the junction of the arterial canal with the River Scarpe at Courchelettes. From
here onwards we will likely be the only craft under way. Although it was once a busy industrial
waterway, nowadays the Scarpe carries hardly any boat traffic at all – just 14 movements were
recorded in the whole of 2018. One consequence is that the river is a haven for waterfowl with Little
Grebe (or dabchick) in notable abundance and we are especially careful in navigating these waters to
avoid causing disturbance.
Along the course of the Scarpe there are regular locks to mark our progress as we pass the villages of
Corbehem, Brebières and Vitry-en-Artois, and we conclude for the day in Biache-St-Vaast where the
coach awaits for the short journey back to Arras. There will be a further craft workshop later in the
afternoon before we enjoy dinner in a restaurant close to the hotel.

Winter Waterways – an appeal all of their own

Day 3 – The Museum of Fine Arts and more of the Christmas Market
This morning begins with another craft workshop opportunity in hotel, then we allow ourselves a
couple of hours of free time to see the sights of Arras before we reassemble for a visit to the city’s
Fine Arts Museum. The museum is accommodated in the magnificent Benedictine Abbaye de Saint-
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Vaast. Saint Vaast was the first Bishop of Arras, he died in 540 and was buried at the Cathedral of
Arras.
The museum of Fine Arts was created at the time of the French revolution when the people of the
city of Arras expressed their wish to build an arts centre and the Abbey, which was rebuilt to a new
design in the 18th Century, was chosen as the site. Much of the museum was damaged when it was
shelled in 1915 and many of the works inside were lost. Rebuilding started in 1924 and the
wonderful collections that exist today were assembled with the aid of donations from individuals and
other institutions including the Louvre in Paris, the Luxembourg Museum and the Cluny Museum
Paris.
From the Fine Arts Museum we return to hotel and for the remainder of today we are again free to
make the most of the Arras Christmas Market. Lunch and dinner are not included today.
Day 4 – Biache St-Vaast to Douai and Julie’s Quiz!
For the second leg of our cruise journey we reboard in Biache St-Vaast and make our way back into
Arras on the Scarpe, meandering through quiet countryside and through the villages of Fampoux,
Athies and St-Laurent Blangy. Until very recently this was the upstream limit of navigation. Access
to Arras Basin was closed to boat traffic in 2009 to allow the French canoe team to train there for the
Olympics, in the event navigation was not re-opened and the Scarpe was scheduled to be closed
permanently to boat movements above St-Laurent Blangy. Happily, the Arras Authorities responded
favourably to Backwaters’ request to use the basin as a cruise base and we are therefore now the
first ones to enjoy this peaceful cruise corridor for more than 10 years.
After lunch aboard we return to hotel for another crafting session with the Supercraft team, and
with more time to enjoy the Christmas festivities before we gather at a nearby restaurant for dinner,
preceded by Julie’s quiz!
Day 5 – Cité-Europe and Home
As we are barely an hour from Calais, we make the most of available time by allowing ourselves a few
hours at the Cité-Europe complex in Calais before we continue for a mid-afternoon return crossing.
Our Programme:

Embark
Day 1
Fri
Day 2

Disembark

Km/Locks

Lunch

Other Detail

12:50 Eurotunnel crossing to arrive Calais 14:30 local time and hotel check-in at 16:00.
Introductions by Julie and Mark on the coach. Free for Christmas Market for the evening.
Dinner not included today
Douai 12:00

Biache StVaast 15:30

13/7

Onboard

Craft workshops in hotel 09:0011:00 & 16:30-18:30. Dinner in
local restaurant

Hotel ETD/ETA
ETA 15:30
18:00/22:00
11:15/16:00

Day 3

Craft workshop in hotel 09:00-11:00. Free time in Arras until 14:00. Visit to Fine Arts
Museum 14:30-17:00. Evening free for Christmas market. Lunch and dinner not included
today

14:15/17:15

Day 4

Biache StVaast 10:00

09:30/14:00

Arras 13:30

15/4

Onboard

Craft workshop in hotel 15:0017:00. Dinner in restaurant
preceded by Julie’s Quiz
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Day 5

Hotel check-out, visit to Cité-Europe complex in Calais 10:30-13:30, then to Eurotunnel
check-in for planned 15:50 return crossing arriving Folkestone 15:30 UK time

ETD 09:00

What’s Included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Executive Coach Travel
Eurotunnel crossings
Supercraft Cruises workshops
Tour Manager support
Two half-day cruises on the River Scarpe between Arras and Douai
Four nights at the 3* Holiday Inn Express in Central Arras including breakfast
On-board lunches when cruising, with complimentary bar
Two restaurant evening meals, with accompanying wine
Visit to the Fine Arts Museum in Arras
Visit to Cité-Europe
Free time in Arras

Guests Should Please Budget separately for:
•
•
•
•
•

Travel to or from their chosen coach pick-up point
Any overnight accommodation required in UK preceding or following our coach transfer
Lunches on travel days and on day 3
Dinner on two evenings when free at the Arras Christmas Market
Travel and Health Insurance

Coach Pick-ups
The planned pick-up sequence for this departure is as follows
North Greenwich Jubilee Line Station (O2 Arena)
Medway Services
Maidstone Services
Ashford International Station
Stop 24 Services Folkestone
Eurotunnel Crossing at or close to

08:00
08:50
09:10
09:45
10:30
12:50

Guests will be asked to signal their preferred pick-up point on booking and this will be confirmed and
subject to detailed instructions when tickets are issued. It may be possible to arrange additional pickup points for guests travelling as a group of 10 or more. Please raise this on booking for further
consideration.
Return journey set-downs will match the outward pick-up sequence.
Coach Transfer – Connection for Guests Travelling from Distance
For any guests travelling from distance, our coach will call at Ashford International Station at 09:45 to
connect with early services out of London. If guests do not have time to travel to Ashford Station on
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the day they can book into the Travelodge Ashford Town Centre which is about 400m from the
station.
Our Hotel in Arras
The well-reviewed 3* Holiday Inn Express in the centre of Arras is handily placed for us relative to the
Christmas market and offers all the facilities to be expected of a mid-range Accor hotel.
Julie Peasgood
Julie has a multi-faceted career as an accomplished actress, TV presenter and producer, award-winning
author, voice-over artist and events host. With more than 45 years of acting and TV presenting credits
to her name, Julie has been a regular in three of Britain’s best-loved soaps, Brookside, Emmerdale and
Hollyoaks, received the Royal Television Society’s prestigious Television Personality of the Year Award,
and has made her mark as a prolific travel and lifestyle writer.
As well as her long-standing monthly column in Crafts Beautiful magazine, Julie currently hosts the
online club Let’s Knit Together. Her passion for crafts has seen her develop two ranges of products for
Create and Craft TV, lead craft workshops all over the UK and co-produce and present five series of
Crafty Beggars for Discovery TLC and Together TV.
For the past eight years Julie has been Contributing Editor on Cruise International magazine, in which
she writes a regular column and cruise reviews. She also has regular columns in Group Leisure & Travel
magazine and the new Make & Sew Toys magazine. A veteran of over 80 cruises, Julie has combined
her love of the high seas and waterways with her passion for making things, forming Supercraft Cruises
to elevate the standard and choice of crafts available to cruise guests. She is a firm believer in the
power of crafting to reduce stress, boost happiness and improve mental health and wellbeing.
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