A190Joigny to ChateCensoir2022Supercraft
Supercrafting in Burgundy

8 days stayingoart board at the 3* IBIS Riverside in Auxerre
Tuesday 21 June(G107)

£1,795 Single roomsupplement £245

Moored on the Yonne in Auxerg¢he Abbey St Germain in background

Aweek of spectaculawaterway scenery andocal explorationas we follow the scenic River Yonne
and Canal du Nivernaisetween Joigny and ChateCensoirand allow our guests plenty of time to
explore Auxerre andts hinterland. Accompanying us will be actress, TV presenter and cruise
journalist Julie Peasgood, who will be leading our optional complimentary craft workshops along
with her Supercraft tutors.

Supercraft Cruises, developed and managed by Julie ogpl range of specialist craft tutors to
deliver unique, higkend workshops on worldwide cruises. Offering an exciting, diverse and
inspirational programme of arts and crafts activities, classes are suitable for all abilities from
absolute beginners to very experienced and appeal to both men and women.

Julie hand picks her line up of gifted Supercrafters, and many of the crafts, such as mosaics, lino

printing and stained glass making have never been available on cruises before. The wide variety of
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decoupage, marbling paper, vintage china dioramas, bpotked tote bags, card making,

aluminium art, ribbon garlands, teacup pincushions, mixed media artworklighgoes on!
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Our craft tutors on this cruise are mixed media expert Jennie Tuviaekell and Lingorint artist
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antique crystal chandelier dropgarland cards, vintage lace and fabric brooches, aluminium art and
creating a series of bespoke Lino prints to decorate cards, gift tags, cosmetic purses and canvas tote
bags- perfect for your holiday shopping!
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Although much of ouB83kmcruise will be in a rural setting, wwiill be able to enjoy the lovelyiews

of mediaeval Joigngnd magnificenuxerrefrom the river eachamongstthe best riverside vistas

in all of FranceWith 39 locks to pass througind always cruising at barely more than walking pace
this is a great opportunity to see the real Burgundy in intimate clggeand therewill be good
opportunity for a towpath wé along some of the canal sections on the Nivergaigavourite

cruise of Prunella Scales and Timothy West on @Be@at Canal Journegeries.

A substantial tributary of the Seine, the River Yonne rises in the great expanse of the remote Morvan
Regimal Park, a natural watershed between the catchments of the Loire and the Seine basin.
Downstream navigation on the river had been contrived since mediaeval times by a system of
artificial flashflooding where weirs would be suddenly opened at a-appdnted time each week

to propel all manner of craft, and firewoemfts, downstream on the flood wash. It weeriously
hazardous!

Construction of the Canal du Nivernais was initially conceivaedpply timber rafts to feed the

growing demand for firewod in Paris, but by the mitid" century the waterway had been properly
developed for barge traffic conveying wood, stone, grain and wine towards Paris, and coal to serve
the industrial needs of Burgundy. Navigation on the Yonne was upgraded at musdntedime.
Guests will note that on the river below Auxertecks are 92m long and®m wide; once on the
Nivernais locks are of the Freycinet scale, 38.5m by 5m, exactly our fit!

We stay throughout at theecently refurbished 3* Ibiklotel situated o the river in Auxerre with
stunning views of the old town skyline on the opposite ba@kir cruising comes iiour legs which
may be cruised in either direction. Here we describe eacinléige direction we expect to cruise,
but of course the settingsithe same whichever way we are travelling.

Gurgyto Vincelles

Our four days of cruising begin in the small town of Gusgiywated on a bend of the River Yonne a
few miles north of Auxerre. From here the river meanders through a rural backdrop past Monéteau
and with several pauses for locks as we approach the northern outskirts of Auxerre.

Our gentle progress through Auxe itself opens up one of the great waterway vistas in all of France
with the majestic Cathedral $tienne and the Abbey of-&ermain marking the position of the old
town which overlooks the west bank of the Yonne. Through the centre of Auxerre w¢hpas
pleasure marina and its pedestrian footbridge, then the 700 y#diPont Paul Bert where our hotel

is situated before we reach the Batardeau Lock, which marks the start of the Canal du Nivernais.

At our pace it would take about three weeks from bado follow the length of the Nivernais all the

way to its junction with the Loire navigation at Décize more than 100 miles further south, but our
subsequent cruising up as far as Chétehsoir will give us a good feel for this intricate and at times
veryremote waterway. For today however, most of the Nivernais course is along stretches of river
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As we leave Auxerre we will pass the AJA Auxerre stadium, now a gésocldb in the French
football leaguebut still celebrated for the great achievements of a small town team having won the
Coupe de Frandeur times and the League Championship in 1996. Auxerre counts Eric Cantona
amongst its past players.
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The Nataligpasses under the 78@ar oldPont Paul Bert in Auxerre. Our hotel is just out of shot left side on the east bank
of the Yonne

Further river sections now take us past the villages of Augy and Vaux before a pretty canal section
bypasses the river shallows at Charsps Yonne and offes an opportunity for a towpath stroll.

After leaving the lock at Bailly we soon pass the wine cquésitedl & G KS 02y Of dzaAz2y 27F
cruiseq before a final lock for the day at Vincelottes leads on to another short canal section and our
mooring inVincelles
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From here we cross the river to vilie great undergroundaves de Baillpld limestone

excavations now home to 9 acres of cellars of Crémant de Bourgogne and local Burgundy wines
including the reds of the neighbouring Irangpeyard. We will enjoy a tasting here before the
coach drops us back into Auxerrghere we dine as a group this evening in a local restaurant.

The Natalia passes under the Ag8ar old Pont Paul Bert in Auxerre. Our hotel is just out of sheidefon the east bank
of the Yonne

Prégilbert toChatetCensoir

After a morning craft workshop ihotel, aur secondday of cruisingpens in the small village of
Prégilbert,now very muchreflecting theintricate character of the Nivernais as it tracks the
increasingly sharp meanders of the Yonne through the limestonentiltsh markthe northern edge
of the MorvanNational Park

After passing Séry and Madlg-Ville, we reactthe imposinghilltop village of Maillyle-Chéateau,

where the canal performs a switchback turn as it finds its way between the limestone bluffs. We
will pause here for lunch, with the option to cross the adjacerit C&ntury river bridge and follow
G§KS aidSLia dzhdevipéint avétlSokind kivierfahd 2. &

After lunch our journey continuesvith a further lock bringing us on torerrow canal sectiowhich
leads us back on to open river at Mesgyr-Yonne, where we pashe spectacular limestone bluff
known ad_esRochers du Sausspaisfavourite hauntfor trainingmountain rescuersand of
birdwatchers on the lookout for peregrine falcons.

From here, more delightful rural cruising and thifeither locks bring us to our turnaround point in
ChatelCensoir Fram here we travel to the nearby Abbaye de Reigny for a guided visit and sampling
of local wines. An ongoing restoration project, the Abbey enjoys a lovely setting alongside the River
Cure and has one of only three surviving Cistercian refectories infFrhnte. Birdwatchers should

keep a look out for kingfishers here as the Abbey has nestboxes for them in channels alongside the
driveway!



